
●Notes For SLCC In-Person and Zoom Meeting 11-4-

2025

●Hosted by Kevin

●In Attendance at the 

San Leandro Library, Kevin, Robbie, Ron, Harry, and Randy

●In Attendance For The Zoom Meeting: Kevin, Robbie, Harry, Randy, Scott, and Don

●Meeting summary

●Quick recap
●The group discussed vintage gaming equipment and troubleshooting techniques for various 

computer hardware issues, including memory problems, corrupted hard drives, and connector 

issues. They explored modifications and upgrades for Atari computers, including the installation of 

multiple cartridges and memory upgrades, while discussing the challenges of finding parts and 

documentation for these vintage systems. The conversation covered technical aspects of flight 

simulator equipment and the historical significance of certain technologies, with participants sharing 

experiences from working with IBM dealers and conducting stress testing.

●Next steps
●Kevin: Reinstall Windows and DOS on the corrupted hard drive  .

●Kevin: Get USB-C power adapters for Atari equipment to prevent fire hazards  

●Scott: Read and burn ROM firmware to update Kevin's 32-in-1 upgrade with newer version  

●Kevin: Send picture of current 32-in-1 menu to compare firmware versions  

●Kevin: Find and share the AtariAge thread documenting what each of the 32-in-1 operating   

systems are

●Kevin: Update the AtariAge thread with new information about the 32-in-1 operating systems  

●Summary

● Vintage Gaming Equipment Restoration

●The group discussed vintage gaming equipment, including a television system from the 1970s 

that had better graphics than the Atari. They explored the possibility of using a multi-card adapter 

for various gaming systems, mentioning a seller named Backbit.I/O who creates memory test 
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devices and sells on eBay. The conversation touched on issues with connectors and hard drives, 

and they discussed the potential for fixing and modifying vintage gaming equipment.

● Old Computer Troubleshooting Discussion

●Kevin and Scott discussed technical issues with an old computer, including memory problems and 

a corrupted hard drive. They attempted to troubleshoot the issues, but the computer continued to 

crash. Kevin suggested reinstalling Windows and DOS to fix the corrupted files. Scott expressed 

concern about the time and effort required to repair the computer, suggesting it might be more 

practical to replace it.

● Computer Drive Connector Issue

●Kevin discussed a computer issue, explaining that he believes a loose connector on the drive is 

causing file system corruption rather than a problem with the RAM. He mentioned receiving a better 

drive from someone, which he plans to test on a non-working machine. Scott suggested running a 

scan on the computer, and Kevin agreed to try this. They also briefly discussed a sound card issue, 

which Scott attributed to a driver problem.

● Computer Hardware Maintenance and Challenges

●Kevin and Scott discussed technical issues related to computer hardware, including IRQ 

problems, SCSI scanners, and the challenges of troubleshooting and maintaining older equipment. 

Kevin mentioned removing a 5.25-inch IBM drive and a printer due to limited space and shared 

experiences from working at an IBM dealer. They also talked about token ring networks, the high 

cost of certain technologies, and the obsolescence of some computer systems. Kevin agreed to 

conduct additional stress testing with other software and mentioned the historical significance of 

CD-ROMs.

● Flight Simulator Equipment Discussion

●Don and Kevin discussed various flight simulator equipment, including rudder pedals and a 

motherboard. Scott inquired about a DB9 connector on the cable, and they determined it was for a 

PC, not an Atari. They examined the transistors and voltage regulation for the equipment, noting 

some differences and issues. The conversation touched on the quality and installation of the 

components, with Kevin mentioning spending time installing and adjusting SKUs.

● Atari 1200XL Upgrade Showcase

●Kevin demonstrated and discussed various modifications and upgrades made to a 1200XL Atari 

computer, including the installation of a 32-in-1 cartridge, 512K memory upgrade, and an HDMI 

output mod. They explained how the 32-in-1 allows for booting different operating systems and 

discussed the differences between various versions of the 1200XL ROMs. The conversation also 

touched on other Atari computers and accessories, as well as the challenges of finding parts and 

documentation for these vintage systems.
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